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General objectives and main activity areas 2006
FIAN-Sweden has three main objectives:

· defend the right to food, access to resources and the right to feed oneself by providing information and fighting violations of these rights, 
· to enhance knowledge about economic, social and cultural rights in general and about the right to food in particular,

· to recruit and activate members in order to develop the organisation and strengthen its capacity.

FIAN-Sweden’s activities in 2006 have related to thematic rights issues within the mandate of the organisation. In this work, priority was given to the following issues:
-the Millennium Development Goals, MDG:s

-Gender and the right to food

-OECD:s guidelines for multinational corporations (corporate responsibility)/states extra-territorial obligations.
-access to agriculture resources and the right to water

Priority during 2006 was also much given to writing applications and securing funds for the future of the organisation.

FIAN-Sweden’s annual general assembly 2006

The annual general assembly was held on April 23 and the following board was elected:


Kristin Sinclair, treasurer

Karen Marie Slunge Buus 


Linn Axelsson


Minja Peuschel, chair


Pia Öste


Ulrika Wickelgren, vice chair


Viktoria Olausson

The following election committee was elected: 

Lisa Jonsson 

Kristina Jelmin
Members:

At the end of 2005 FIAN-Sweden had 70 paying members. 
Employees:
During 2006 FIAN-Sweden had two employees. One of them was working part time in February to October (50-75%) and 100 from November and onwards. The other employee was working 50 % in November-December 2006. 
FIAN-Sweden could keep the office in the Solidarity House in Stockholm, which was essential to be able to have an employee and to keep the relatively high level of activities.

Activities 2006
Urgent Actions/Post card campaigns
FIAN’s International urgent actions (protest letter campaigns) were distributed to FIAN-Sweden’s members. Three issues of FIAN-nytt, FIAN-Sweden’s newsletter, were produced and sent to members. Signatures were also collected at several events such as seminars and information stands.   
A Swedish postcard campaign was carried out between September to November. A total f 212 postcards with individual signatures were sent to the president of Honduras.
National and international lobby work
· A staff member was present during the FAO World Food Summit in Rome in October and held meetings with the Swedish and other country delegations and other civil society organisations. 
· Two meetings with Sida were organised with staff and a representative from FIAN International (November).

International delegations

· In 2006, FIAN-Sweden hosted 5 international visits: 

· Two persons from Honduras visited Sweden highlighting a FIAN-case and women’s right to access to resources. FIAN organised seminars in Stockholm and in Gothenburg (October). FIAN organised a number of events on “Gender and the right to food”, when the section received a visit by Honduran activists and an interview with the magazine “Latinamerika” (Latin America). 

Local case groups and volunteers
· Three local groups worked on a specific FIAN case each, in India, Brazil and Bolivia. Two protest letters were written and sent to Boliva and Brazil respectively and the India group wrote a draft for an international letter campaign, which however had to be redrawn due to changes of the case circumstances.
· FIAN secretary staff visited the two groups in Gothenburg and to Lund, where an individual member of FIAN wanted to start a group. 
· Two interns, one fulltime and one part time, stayed with FIAN-Sweden during the autumn of 2006. 
· Around 20 volunteers were actively involved in different activities.

· Two volunteers worked actively with the Swedish FIAN home-page. One of them was responsible for updating the home page regularly and one worked on a new design.

· A gender working group met regularly and prepared a gender seminar for members in September. 
· An information working group gave support to the employees regarding article and press releases. 4 press releases were written and one article was published on the human rights day.
· The organisation development group arranged a one-day discussion about organisation development with an invited expert. An OD action plan and a fundraising action plan were elaborated.

Information and media work
· One interview with the chair person by the Swedish newspaper Arbetaren was published in July and one interview with a Swedish radio station was made in March.

· One debate article was published in three regional newspapers on the 10th December, the Human rights Day.
· FIAN’s web page was updated continuously.
· Three editions of the newsletter with contributions from several volunteers were produced and distributed to all the members.

· Several information stands were arranged by staff and volunteers at different occasions, such as at the Universities of Linköping and Stockholm (May and September), at an information day at Zenit (Sidas Global Forum for young people) in May and during the human rights days in Malmö (November).

Open Seminars
FIAN-Sweden arranged a number of open lectures and seminars throughout the year. Many of these were organised when FIAN-Sweden hosted international visits. Several presentations were held at Folk high schools. A seminar about corporate responsibility was postponed to 2007.
The MDG:s
· A seminar about the MDG:s was held in Stockholm in May. It took place in Immanuel Church with a panel of 5 people, representatives from the Swedish Government, FIAN International, the Green Party, UNDP and a freelancing journalist with Brazilian civil society as special interest. 
· Another seminar about the MDG:s were held at the Ekocentrum in Gothenburg in June.
Gender and the right to food
· In Stockholm presentations during the Honduras visit were held, one seminar at the Solidarity house and one at a Honduras social evening that was organised with two other organisations; UBV and Svalorna.
· An internal one day seminar was held for members and other interested persons on gender and the right to food.
· In Gothenburg, seminars about women’s access to land were held at the Kvinnofolkhögskolan and the Iberoamerican Institute.
· Seminar about the MDG:s and the right to food at the Museum of World Culture (Världskulturmuséet) in Gothenburg.
Other seminars
· A seminar about the water privatisations and the impact on people’s right to water was organised in Stockholm. It was a joint event together with Attac and ABF during a visit from the Malaysian expert on water issues, Charles Santiago.
· A guest from a FIAN-Section in India, FIAN-Westbengal participated in an open seminar organised by the University of Gothenburg in November. 

· FIAN participated at a one day seminar of human rights at the Skarpnäck Folk High School, and held three workshops with students.
Networking with other organisations
· FIAN-Sweden and UBV (Education for Development) began cooperating on EU agriculture and trade policies and the right to food of small-scale farmers, agricultural labour and indigenous people in Latin American countries.
· FIAN remained member of the reference group to SwedWatch, with the aim of strengthening the rights-perspective in the organisations work and to participate with Swedwatch and the other partner organisations in holding state actors and companies responsible for human rights violations. A research report, assessing the consequences of a Swedish company working in the oil sector in Ecuador was initiated by FIAN, Swedwatch and UBV and will be launched in 2007. 

· A project application for a magazine about Food Sovereignty was approved in December. The production of the magazine starts in January 2007 by FIAN together with UBV, Svalorna India Bangladesh and Framtidsjorden.

· Attac and UBV were co-organisers of some of the seminars.
Fundraising activities and member recruiting activities
· Efforts were made to recruit new members at several public events where FIAN participated, such as the Human Rights Forum (MR-dagarna) in Malmö.

· Specific membership recruitment efforts were made to target students at folk high schools and at Zenit. Other school that was visited was Kvinnofolkhögskolan, universities. 
· Twice in 2006 a flea market was organised in the Solidarity House at an autumn market and a Christmas market in September and in December. 
· Both a fundraising action plan and a member recruiting action plan were produced.

· A total of 7 project applications were handed in to different donor agencies and institutions. Out of them 4 got approved, one project started already in 2006. The other three projects, two of them granted by the European Commission, start in January 2007.
Organisation development and capacity building

· In December, a one day-seminar about organisational development was arranged. Board members as well as individual members and staff were represented. A professional resources person and former active member of FIAN guided the group discussion. An OD action plan was elaborated.
· At the Annual General Meeting, a workshop on FIAN’s new strategic planning was held. 
Participation in international FIAN-meetings
· One board member participated in the regional gender conference in Frankfurt and a two days workshop on Gender and the right to food. (April)
· One board member and one staff member participated in the International Council’s general Assembly in Heidelberg in September. And the celebration of FIAN’s 20th anniversary and an international symposium: With human rights against hunger-Challenges in times of Globalisation.
Funding resources
FIAN-Sweden received funds from three different sources; contributions from our members, income from sales and project co-financing grants from donors agencies and institutions.  Among them, 2 third came from Sida (the Swedish international aid agency) and 1 third from the Folke Bernadotte Academy. 

In 2006 FIAN Sweden received in addition to institutional grants a grant from FIAN International’s Solidarity fund. This additional grant was primarily set off for fundraising activities. 
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